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October 23, 2009

Dear Physician:

The Medical Society of the State of New York is collaborating with the New York eHealth Collaborative in an application to become a Federally-designated Regional Health Information Technology Extension Center (RHITEC).  This program will establish non-profit regional centers around the state to provide assistance to primary care clinicians for electronic health record implementation and post-implementation services.  

These implementation services will help your practice qualify for upcoming Medicare and Medicaid incentive bonuses that will soon become available for your practice’s use of electronic health information.  You may receive services from the RHITEC program even if you already have an electronic health record system.  

We believe that this is an excellent and unprecedented opportunity for your practice to get ready to take advantage of these Federal incentive dollars.  Please read the attached Instructions (Attachment 1) and if you are interested in reserving a space in the program please fill out the attached letter of interest (Attachment 2) and short survey (Attachment 3). This process should take less than 5 minutes, and your letter of interest will greatly improve New York’s chances for receiving Federal funding under this program. The survey can be completed online at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=NPaVM4Qp0LhrTubbKwt4Jw_3d_3d, or on paper by returning Attachment 2 to the organization to which you will be returning your letter of interest.

The letter of interest is non-binding, but it will reserve your space in the program if we are successful in getting the Federal grant.  We will need these letters back by Wednesday, October 28, 2009 in order to meet our application deadline to the Federal government.
Thank you for your interest.  We are very excited about the prospect of receiving federal dollars to support physicians’ move to electronic health records and to prepare for the pending Medicare and Medicaid incentives as soon as they are available.

If you have further questions on the program, please contact Ron Pucherelli, rpucherelli@mssny.org, at MSSNY or Alex Low, alow@nyehealth.org, at the New York eHealth Collaborative.  
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Sincerely,
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New York eHealth Collaborative
          President, Medical Society of the State of New York 

What is the RHITEC program?

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) allocated almost $600 million to establish Regional Health IT Extension Centers around the country to assist primary care clinicians to adopt electronic health records.  The New York eHealth Collaborative (NYeC) has been invited by the Federal Government to submit an application to establish a statewide program in New York.  We are collaborating with NYeC to help them secure this Federal funding to support our members around the state.  ARRA also established $45 billion in Medicare and Medicaid incentive bonuses for clinicians who are using electronic health records by 2011; the mission of the RHITECs is to help clinicians qualify for these incentives.

What benefits will my practice receive?

Eligible primary care clinicians will receive highly subsidized EHR implementation and post-implementation services from the program, including:  

· Choosing EHR hardware and software

· Contracting with and managing hardware and software vendors

· Redesigning clinical and administrative workflow for EHRs

· Project management

· Staff training

· Interoperability:  electronic labs, e-prescribing, and connecting with other clinicians and  hospitals

· Qualifying your practice for Medicare or Medicaid incentives.  

· Upcoming incentives from the Federal government will allow qualified eligible primary care clinicians to receive up to $44,000 per clinician in Medicare bonuses if they are using an electronic health record according to “meaningful use” requirements by 2011.


Does my practice qualify for the program?

If you are a priority primary care clinician according to the following criteria, you qualify:
· MD, DO, NP, PA practicing in typical primary care specialties including OB-GYN and Pediatrics; and
· Practice size is 10 clinicians [with prescriptive privileges] or fewer OR is a federally-qualified health center OR rural health clinic OR primarily serves medically underserved populations

You are eligible for the program even if you already have an EHR.  If you do already have an EHR, the RHITEC will assist you with post-implementation services to get your practice ready for Medicare and Medicaid incentive programs 

How much will this cost?

The RHITEC program is not free, but it is highly subsidized.  The Federal government will provide funds to NYeC to subsidize most of the cost of providing these services to your practice.  We estimate that your practice’s share could be up to $1,000 per clinician to receive these RHITEC services, depending on which services you need to receive.

How can my practice reserve a space in the program?

NYeC has designated a number of organizations around the state to become local extension agents for the program.  Attachment 3 to this letter provides contact information for the local extension agents around the state.  In order to reserve a space in the program, you’ll need to:

1) Please complete the Letter of Interest and Short Survey in Attachment 2 by Wednesday, October 28, 2009.  This is a non-binding letter that does not commit you to anything at this point but it will reserve a space for your practice if New York does receive Federal funding and you choose to participate at that time.  

2) Return your letter and survey by fax or email to the appropriate local extension agent listed in Attachment 3.

Letter of Interest

October 20, 2009

Extension Partner Name

[Fill in the name and address of the Extension partner you designated on the county form]

Dear [Extension partner name],

My practice is interested in receiving subsidized services from the New York eHealth Collaborative Regional Extension Center to achieve “meaningful use” of a certified electronic health record system that we have either already purchased or will purchase in the next year.

I understand that this letter is non-binding; however, based on the information available, I would like to reserve a space in the program.  I also understand that the Federal program does not pay for hardware or software, but our participation would allow us to purchase highly subsidized implementation services from the Regional Extension Center.   I further understand that our cost for these highly subsidized services is currently estimated to be up to $1,000 per clinician.   

We look forward to working with NYeC and our local extension partner and appreciate the opportunity to receive implementation assistance related to our electronic health record.

Sincerely,

Practice Principal:

Name:

_____________________________  Signature:   _________________________

Title:
 
_____________________________
Practice Type: _______________________

Organization:
_____________________________
Number of Clinicians in Practice:  _______

Telephone:
_____-_____-_________

County: ____________________________

Names of Clinicians in Practice, NPI Numbers and designations











Please Indicate
Clinician Name




 NPI



MD, DO, NP, PA

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

________________________________

_________________


____

Short Survey
Physician or Practice Name: ______________________________ County: _______________
1. Does your office have a high speed internet connection? 

__ Yes 
__ No 
 

2. How old is the computer hardware you are regularly using in your office? 

__ New in the last year 
__ 1-3 years old 
__ >3 years old 
__ Our office does not use computers regularly 
 

3. Do you currently use an EHR?

__ Yes (See questions 4 & 5)

__ No

4. What EHR do you use? 

__ (Please list EHR)_____________________________  Certified:  ___ Yes  ___ No
__ None
5. Are you connected to an Exchange or RHIO?

__ Yes

__ No

 

6. Which of these activities do you currently do electronically? (Check all that apply) 

__ Submitting claims 
__ ePrescribing 
__ Viewing lab results 
__ Viewing patient history 
 

7. If you don’t have a certified-EHR, how close are you to purchasing one?

__ Have already chosen a system and are just about to implement

__ Deciding on a vendor and will implement within a year

__ Know we’re going to do it but don’t have a firm plan yet

__ Don’t plan on purchasing an EHR in the next few years

 

8. Do you plan to qualify for the new EHR incentives being offered by Medicare and Medicaid starting in 2011? 

__ Yes 
__ No 
__ Still deciding

__ Not contracted for Medicaid or Medicare 
__ I am not aware of these incentives 
Extension Agents
Table 1: Regional Extension Agents by County

	County
	REC Contact 1
	REC Contact 2
	REC Contact 3

	Albany
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	
	 

	Allegany
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962
	 

	Broome
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Cattaraugus
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962
	 
	 

	Cayuga
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	 

	Chautauqua
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962
	 
	 

	Chemung
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Chenango
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax:607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Clinton
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Columbia
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Cortland
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Delaware
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Dutchess
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198
	 
	 

	Erie
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962
	
	 

	Essex
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Franklin
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Fulton
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 

	Genesee
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962

	Greene
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Hamilton
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Herkimer
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Jefferson
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	 

	Lewis
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	 
	 

	Livingston
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	 

	Madison
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	 
	 

	Monroe
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	GRIPA (Greater Rochester IPA)
Kelly Taddeo
email: Kelly.Taddeo@Rochestergeneral.org
phone: 585-922-1543
fax: 585-922-0016

	Montgomery
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Nassau
	Long Island Patient Information Exchange (LIPIX)
Dr. Benjamin Stein
e-mail: Tfeuerst@NSHS.edu or bstein@lipix.org
phone: 516-719-3728
fax:  516-719-3710
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) / IPRO
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976
	EHealth Network Of Long Island 
(EHNLI)

Denise Reilly 
email: denise.reilly@stonybrook.edu 
phone: 631- 444-4030 
fax: 631- 638 -4090 

	Niagara
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962
	 
	 

	Oneida
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	 
	 

	Onondaga
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	
	 

	Ontario
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	 

	Orange
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198
	
	 

	Orleans
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962

	Oswego
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	 

	Otsego
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Putnam
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198

	 
	 

	Rensselaer
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 

	 
	 

	Rockland
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198

	
	 

	Saratoga
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Schenectady
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	
	 

	Schoharie
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Schulyer
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	 
	 

	Seneca
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	 

	St. Lawrence
	Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York (HAC-CNY)
Nancy Smith
email: nsmith@hac-cny.org
phone: 315-671-2241
fax: 315-471-4503
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 

	Steuben
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107

	Suffolk
	Long Island Patient Information Exchange (LIPIX)
Dr. Benjamin Stein
e-mail: Tfeuerst@NSHS.edu or bstein@lipix.org
phone: 516-719-3728
fax:  516-719-3710
	 Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) / IPRO
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976
	EHealth Network Of Long Island 
(EHNLI)

Denise Reilly 
email: denise.reilly@stonybrook.edu 
phone: 631- 444-4030 
fax: 631- 638 -4090

	Sullivan
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198
	 
	 

	Tioga
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	NYeC
email:  lmcnamara@maehc.org
phone:  781-434-7755
fax:  781-434-7720
	 

	Tompkins
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Southern Tier Health Link of New York (STHL, Inc.)
Christina Galanis
email: cgalanis@sthlny.com
phone: 607-651-9150
fax: 607-651-9107
	 

	Ulster
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198
	 
	 

	Warren
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	
	 

	Washington
	Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY)
Ron Pucherelli
email: RPucherelli@mssny.org
phone: 518-465-8085
fax: 518-465-0976 
	 
	 

	Wayne
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	GRIPA (Greater Rochester IPA)
Kelly Taddeo
email: Kelly.Taddeo@Rochestergeneral.org
phone: 585-922-1543
fax: 585-922-0016

	Westchester
	Taconic Health Information Network and Community RHIO (THINC)
Meghann Hardesty
email:mhardesty@thinc.org
phone: 845-896-4726 x3024
fax: 845-896-0198
	
	 

	Wyoming
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
	P2  Collaborative of Western New York (P2WNY)
Shelley Hirshberg
email: shelley@p2wny.org
phone: 716-228-8459
fax: 716-631-2962

	Yates
	Greater Rochester RHIO (GRRHIO)
Jessica L. Neri
Manager, Consumer & Provider Relations
email: Info@grrhio.org
phone: 1-877.865.7446   

fax: 585-410-6801
	Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS)
Dr. Alice Loveys
e-mail: aloveys@mcms.org
phone: 585-473-4072
fax: 585-473-7641
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