MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
Policy 2002.4-Faculty Disclosure Policy
Every Accredited Provider must be able to show that everyone in a position to control the content of an education activity has disclosed all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest to the learner. The Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) defines “’relevant’ financial relationships” as financial relationships in any amount occurring within the past 12 months that create a conflict of interest.  MSSNY must insure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its directly sponsored or jointly sponsored educational activities and as a result is required to identify all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest; determine whether these relationships create a conflict of interest with the individual’s control of content and resolve all conflicts before the educational activity occurs.
MSSNY relies upon invited faculty participants including faculty members, planners, authors, course directors, planning committee members and moderators participating in its CME programs to provide educational information that is objective and free from bias.  In this spirit, and in accordance with the ACCME’s Standards for Commercial Supportsm, faculty participants are expected to disclose the existence of any significant financial interest or other relationship
 with the manufacturer of any commercial product discussed in an educational presentation. Relationships of the faculty participant include financial relationships of a spouse or partner.

All faculty participants are expected to disclose via a Relevant Financial Relationship Disclosure Form, all relationships that are in place at the time of the activity or were in place in the 12 months preceding the activity:

A. Any significant financial interest or other relationship with the provider of commercial products or services discussed in their educational presentation and/or that have directly supported the CME activity through an educational grant to the sponsoring organization(s). 
B. An individual must disclose to learners any relevant financial relationship(s), to include the following information:
• The name of the individual;

• The name of the commercial interest(s);

• The nature of the relationship
 the person has with each commercial interest.

C. For an individual with no relevant financial relationship(s) the learners must be informed that no relevant financial relationship(s) exist.

D. The source of all support from commercial interests must be disclosed to learners. When commercial support is ‘in-kind’ the nature of the support must be disclosed to learners.

E.  ‘Disclosure’ must never include the use of a trade name or a product-group message.

F. A provider must disclose the above information to learners prior to the beginning of the CME activity.
G. Disclosure may be made verbally.  See MSSNY Policy 2003.3 for more information.
An individual who refuses to disclose relevant financial relationships will be disqualified from being a planning committee member, a teacher, or an author of CME, and cannot have control of, or responsibility for, the development, management, presentation or evaluation of the CME activity.
Release of Disclosed Information: 

MSSNY will release information provided by faculty as is appropriate to the sponsored activity. MSSNY will maintain the disclosure form on file as required by the ACCME.

� Financial relationships are those in which the individual benefits by receiving a salary, royalty, intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interest, excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial benefit. Financial benefits are usually associated with roles such as employment, management position, independent contractor (including contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, membership on advisory committees or review panels, board membership, and other activities from which remuneration is received, or expected


� The ‘nature of the relationship’ means the role they play or service they provide in exchange for some form of compensation (e.g., employment, management position, independent contractor including contracted research, consulting, speaking and teaching, membership on advisory committees or review panels and board membership).MSSNY has not set a minimum dollar amount for relationships to be significant. Inherent in any amount is the incentive to maintain or increase the value of the relationship therefore the dollar value of the relationship does not need to be disclosed.
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